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The Example of Rocky and Dandoy

In Quezon Province in the Philippines, Indigenous Dumagat villages have long been
subjected to militarization, forced displacement, harassment, and a climate of
constant fear. This militarization is closely tied to government plans to construct the
Kaliwa Dam on Dumagat ancestral lands and rivers. The dam is intended to supply
water to Metro Manila, but its construction threatens to displace thousands of
Indigenous families and undermine their ancestral territories and livelihoods. The
situation is further aggravated by ongoing armed clashes between the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) and the New People’s Army (NPA), an armed group that has
been waging an armed struggle in the Philippine countryside since the 1960s.

One such clash occurred between 3 PM and 4 PM on 14 May 2018, local government
elections day, which resulted in the death of an AFP officer.

Rocky Torres and Avelardo “Dandoy” Avellanada, two Dumagat farmers, were
returning home after casting their votes. A soldier fired warning shots to make them
stop and angrily and falsely accused them of being members of the NPA. They were
arbitrarily detained, tortured, and falsely accused of killing the fallen officer. On May 15,
they were visited by relatives and human rights advocates. They saw footprints made
by combat boots on Rocky's white t-shirt. Rocky explained that they had been
interrogated and beaten by soldiers and coerced to confess that they were members
of the NPA and that he had shot and killed the officer. Rocky and Dandoy also shared
details of the inhumane treatment they had suffered, including the beatings and being
hogtied alongside the corpse of the officer, when they were taken by helicopter to
military Camp Guillermmo Nakar in Lucena City.

On 16 May 2018, they were blindfolded and escorted by at least 15 soldiers, transferred
to and incarcerated in the detention center of military Camp Bagong Diwa in Taguig
City, more or less six (6) hours away from their home by car. Relatives testified that
before getting to the helicopter, Rocky and Dandoy appeared tired, weak and
traumatized. One of them said, “Don’t cry. | will be back. Our community knows that |
am innocent.” Rocky and Dandoy have since been charged with illegal possession of
firearms and explosives, and Rocky has additionally been charged with murder. The
first charge has been documented in many cases of arbitrary detention involving the
police and military in the Philippines. These charges are non-bailable.

Eight years later, they remain arbitrarily detained, in violation of international human
rights protections, including on the legality of the permissible length of pre-trial
detention. At least 11 scheduled hearings have been postponed, allegedly for
administrative reasons such as scheduling conflicts or the assignation of the presiding
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judgetoother courts. To make matters worse, there are reports that Rocky and Dandoy
are suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis contracted during their detention.

These 8 years have been a prolonged agony for Rocky, Dandoy and their families. They
continue to bear the psychological toll and the social stigma of being tagged as NPA
members, apart from the economic hardship involved in meeting their basic needs.
Rocky s three and Dandoy’s seven children are growing up in fear and shame,
suspecting that simply being Indigenous can make you a target of state violence.

This case is part of a well-documented pattern of criminalization of Indigenous Peoples
in the Philippines, particularly prevalent in militarized areas and areas targeted for
state or private sector projects. Families and communities continue to live under
staggering fear, stigma, and trauma, while their rights, dignity, and humanity are
disregarded.

The inhumane treatment suffered by Rocky and Dandoy and their prolonged and
unjust incarceration is a violation of fundamental international human rights
standards that are binding on the Philippines. It constitutes not only a violation of the
prohibitions against arbitrary detention, of the right to a fair trial and due process
guarantees, but also breaches the prohibition of torture and inhumane treatment.

Therefore, the undersigned organizations and individuals urge the Government of the
Philippines, especially the Office of the President of the Philippines, the Commission
on Human Rights of the Philippines, and the Committee on Indigenous Cultural
Communities and Indigenous Peoples of the House of Representatives to take urgent
action, including:

¢ Immediately drop the charges against Rocky and Dandoy, release them and
ensure their safe return to their families and community.

e Conduct an independent investigation on the arbitrary detention of Rocky and
Dandoy, including the manifest denial of fair trial and due process guarantees
and allegations of torture and other inhuman treatment, hold the perpetrators
accountable, and provide redress to the victims and their families.

e Adopt the necessary legal and administrative measures to guarantee non-
repetition, including measures to ensure full respect for the right to life, security,
protection, prohibition of torture, and inhumane treatment of the Dumagat and
other Indigenous Peoples, in accordance with international human rights
standards.

e Respect and protect the individual and collective human rights of Indigenous
Peoples in the country, including by ensuring the adequate implementation of
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)
and the Philippines Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA).

We hope that our collective call for urgent action on behalf of Rocky and Dandoy
compels the Government of the Philippines to comply with its obligations to protect
and fulfil human rights.
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SIGNATURES:

1. Rodion Sulyandziga, Center for Support of Indigenous Peoples of the North, CSIPN,
Director, Russia

2. Pavel Sulyandziga, Batani Foundation, President, Russia

3. Sanjeed Drong, Bangladesh Indigenous Peoples Forum, General Secretary,
Bangladesh

4, Dilip Chakma, Indigenous Rights Advocacy Centre, Coordinator, India

5. Mark van Boekel, Oxfam Novib, Netherlands

6. Jean Claude Kalinganire, APALAC COALITION, President Fondateur et Cordinateur
Regional, Netherlands

7. Kathrin Wessendorf, IWGIA, Executive Director, Denmark

8. Henry Jackson, Campaign for Human Rights in the Philippines UK, Co-secretary,

United Kingdom
9. Margareta Nilsson, Tenure Facility, Sweden

10. Patricia Borraz, ALMACICA Grupo de Trabajo Intercultural, Vicepresident, Spain

. Shobha Sunuwar, National Indigenous Women's Federation, Chairperson, Nepal
12. Julio Ferreira, Centro Juventude Covalima, Executive Director, Timor-Leste

13. Anne Lasimbang, Partners of Communty Organisations (PACOS Trust ), Executive
Director, Malaysia

14. Nukila Evanty, Inisiasi Masyarakat Adat (IMA), Chairperson, Indonesia

15. Mambri Swarya F Awom, Papuan Village Foundation, Strategic Program

Coordinator, Indonesia

16. Shohel Hajong, Indigenous Peoples Human Rights Defenders (IPHRDs) Network in
Asia, Secretarite, Thailand

17. Kalpana Bhattachan, Thakali Women's Association, President, Nepal

18. Pranisha Shakya, Community Empowerment and Social Justice Network
(CEMSQJ), Program and Research Officer, Nepal

19. Fidele MBILIZI, Ligue Nationale des Associations Autochtones Pygmyes de la RD
Congo, Directeur Pool Est, Democratic Republic of the Congo

20. Yun Mane, CIPO, ED, Cambodia
21 Hiran Mitra Chakma, Kapaeeng Foundation, Bangladesh
22. Lelung Khumi, Bangladesh Khumi Social Council, Advisor, Bangladesh

23. King El-Rey, Indigenous Water Bank Co-operative (IWB), Founder And Trustee,
United States

24. Prabindra Shakya, Asia Indigenous Peoples Network on Extractive Industries and
Energy (AIPNEE), Convenor, Philippines

25. Deepti Minj, Justice in Mining Network, India
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26. Basavi Kiro, Indigenous Women India Network , President, India

27. Lal Malsawmi, Zo Indigenous Forum, Coordinator, India

28. Basavi Kiro Kiro, Indigenous Women India Network, Coordinator, India

29. Maryanne Rimbao, Humanity and Nature Indigenous Women's Association Inc,

Founder and Director, Papua New Guinea
30. Matilda Koma, Prosperity for Goilala Association Inc., President, Papua New Guinea

3. Simon Kerembe, Narok County Youth Empowerment Forum Foundation CBO,
Executive Director, Kenya

32. Syukron Anshori, AIPNEE, Research and Communications, Indonesia
33. Jaynie Sangma, NAD, Spokesperson, India
34, John Debbarma, India, Asia Indigenous Youth Platform , Focal Person, India

35. Rosalee Gonzalez, Continental Network of Indigenous Women of the Americas,
North American Region, Co-Coordinator, United States

30. Mervyn Tilden, Sovereign Dine' Nation, Founder, United States
37. Quennie Sering, Migrante San Francisco, United States

38. John F Martinez, Aztlan Media, Founder Director, United States

39. Kim Falyao, Bai Indigenous Women's Network, National Coordinator, Philippines
40. Leticio Datuwata, Timuay Justice and Governance (TJG), Tribal chieftain,
Philippines

41, Colin Nicholas, Center for Orang Asli, Coordinator, Malaysia

42. Ritu Thapa, Indigenous Women Legal Awareness Group (INWOLAG), Founder
member/Treasurer, Nepal

43, Benjamin Lowen, Spartan Housing Cooperative, Member, Board of Directors,
United States

44, Melakou Tegegn, Panel of Experts on Indigenous Peoples of Africa, Ethiopia
45, Haphang Tipra, IPDFF, Bangladesh
40. Debbie Stothard, ALTSEAN-Burma, Founder/Coordinator, Myanmar

47. José Raul Cortez Vaquez, RED ONGs AMERICA LATINA , Coordinador del Area de
los Pueblos Originarios, El Salvador

48. Cecilio Solis Librado, CIELO, President, Mexico
49. Hilda Nereida Ramirez Monjaraz, Unidén de Lucha Anticapitalista, México

50. Serapio Mucha, Centro transdisciplinario para el humanismo econdémico, A. C,
Libertad y justicia, Mexico

51 Gladys Kiplagat, Baringo Indigenous Peoples' Organization, Executive Director,
Kenya
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52. Ritu Thapa, Indigenous Women Legal Awareness Group (INWOLAG), Founder
member/Treasurer, Nepal

53. Khesheli Chishi, Indigenous Women's Forum of North East India, Advisor, India
54, Beverly Longid, AIPP-Katribu, Chair, Philippines

55, Kakay Tolentino, Bai Indigenous Women's Network, Spokesperson, Philippines
56. Vivian Siaden, HeySuccess, VA, Philippines

57. Rogyn Beyao, Innabuyog Kalinga, Sec Gen, Philippines

58. Hannah Gan, Artista ti Kordilyera para iti Waya-Waya, Member, Philippines

59. Diwa Malaya, Banua SaGana Kolab, Creative Director, Philippines

60. Maty Dominong, Asia Indigenous Peoples Network on Extractive Industries and
Energy, Philippines

ol April Guevara, Kabataan Para sa Tribung Pilipino (KATRIBU), Basic Masses
Integration Officer, Philippines

62. Robie Halip, Right Energy Partnership with Indigenous Peoples (REP), Philippines

63. Maureen Loste, Bai Indigenous Women's Network, Member, Secretariat,
Philippines

64. Joel Ganibe, CIO, Philippines
65. Gwendolyn Gay Gaongen, Radyo Sagada, Philippines

66. Rev. Pio Omega Il Mercado, UCCP Surigao-Dinagat District Conference, Deputy
Conference Minister, Philippines

67. Wilfredo Alangui, All UP Academic Employees Union - Baguio, President,
Philippines

68. Jen Gamboa, AARPS, Manager, Philippines

69. Ryan Jacob Serquia, Kabataan Para sa Tribung Pilipino, Spokesperson, Philippines

70. Joanna Carino, Cordillera Peoples Alliance, Philippines

71. Ephin Falyao, Siklab Ph Indigenous Youth Network, National Coordinator,
Philippines

72. Funa-ay Claver, Katribu Kalipunan ng Katutubong Mamamayan ng Pilipinas,

National Coordinator, Philippines

73. Oliver Ramos, San Francisco High School. ACT Teachers Party list. Walang Maiiwan
PH, Teacher 1, Philippines

74. Rejoice Perucho, University of the Philippines Diliman, Philippines

75. Roselle Pineda, Aurora Artist Residency Program and Space, Artistic Director,
Philippines

76. Paul Belisario, IPMSDL, Philippines
77. Gale Bathan, Agham Youth, Philippines
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Championing Indigenous Peoples Rights

Gille Frilles, REV, Philippines
Jennifer Balgos, Katribu, Staff, Philippines
Barbara Hermanns, Germany
Josina Schouten, Netherlands
Prem Tripura, Bangladesh
Alexandra Tomaselli, Italy

Jen Navarrette, United Kingdom
Kathy Sanchez, United States
Felecia Valenzuela, Policy Officer, Guyana
Michel Dufour, Canada

Rosina Triponel, New Zealand
LINDA GLASS, Canada

Sushmita Lama, Nepal

Tahir Rasheed, Pakistan

Christen Dobson, Portugal
Shoumik Dumri, Bangladesh
Andrew Whitmore, United Kingdom
Shaun Macdonald, South Africa
Luca Casagrande, Italy

Alexandra Tomaselli, Italy

Jamilye Braga, Brazil

Rob Llewellyn u, United Kingdom
Sally Holt, United Kingdom

Anya Thomas, Australia

Christia Omar Masabanda, Ecuador
Nina Bries, Belgium

Cesar Taguba, Netherlands

Lydia Garvey, United States

Joseph Solorio, United States

Anya Thomas, Australia

John DeValts, United Kingdom
Shaqg Koyok, Malaysia
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110. Deepak Bara, India

1. Emanuel Marcos Abnzano, Argentina
12. Kajsa Overgaard, Sweden

n3. Kepa Fernandez de Larrinoa, Spain

N4. Josina Schouten, Netherlands

5. Fernanda Correa, Mexico
Te. Camille Parguel, Sweden
n7. Camille Parguel, Sweden
8. Loren Pearson, United States

9. Linda Glass, Canada

120. Lucille Dixon, Canada

121. Tassadit Sadi, France

122. Matt Rous, United States

123. Dina Danomira, Indonesia

124.  Anna Nagy, Andorra

125. Stephany Cardenas, Ecuador

126. Sandra Niessen, Netherlands

127. Alvian Wardhana, Indonesia

128.  Thierry MWENGE, Democratic Republic of the Congo
129. Suresh Tamang, Nepal

130. lami Gerbase, Brazil

131. Leif John Fosse, Norway

132. Maximiliano Ramery, Puerto Rico
133. Yanisa Reuben, Guyana

134. Maria Manuela Sequeira, Nicaragua
135. Novelyne Pel ey, Philippines

136. Jason Uberto, Philippines

137. Vivian Wallang, Philippines

138.  Vilma Tuno, Philippines

139. Athena Sy, Philippines

140. Kat Catalan, Philippines

141. Mary Joyce Seguin, Philippines
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Championing Indigenous Peoples Rights

Rowena Bayon, Philippines
Janine Gumela, Philippines
Marianne Buergoph, Philippines
Louise Sese, Philippines

Paul Talatala, Philippines
Sophia Aldave, Philippines
Chantal Chloe De Guzman, Philippines
Gillan Paala, Philippines

Roy Honor, Philippines

Anna Del Rosario, Philippines
Gylian Campani, Philippines
Dianne Lagunilla, Philippines
Vilma Tuno, Philippines

Dexter Tripon, Philippines

Azon Guiniden, Philippines
Journey Fernando, Philippines
Vilma Tuno, Philippines

Abbey Carlos, Philippines
Christina Sayson, Philippines
Gwen Gaongen, Philippines
Danilova R. Molintas, Philippines
Roselle Pineda, Philippines

Teta Tulay, Philippines

Novelyne Pel ey, Philippines
Aisa Kristine Daguitan, Philippines
Renee Garin, Philippines

Joan Jamisolamin, Philippines
Karla Prol Rev Naogsan, Philippines
Crystal Judd Unson, Philippines
Mary Joyce Faustino, Philippines
Symel Daulat, Philippines
Hannah Paras, Philippines
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174.  Vivian Mantias, Philippines

175. Alma Sinumlag, IPRI, Philippines
176.  Jillie Karl Basan, Philippines

177. Maureen Loste, Philippines

178. Vilma Tuno, Philippines




